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From the Orient to the Occident

Our Exhibitions
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Exhibition
CASTLES AND BAZAARS IN CRUSADER PERIOD

Crusader Ships Anchored in Acre Harbour - Israel

The modell shows a detail of Acre
Harbour from the middle of the 13th
century earlier than 1291. Two scienti-
fically researched and historically
documented types of ships are shown
true to detail: A galley, called Tarida,
which was built for the the armada of
Karl of Anjon in 1274 equipped for 108
oarsmen. Moreover there is a nave
from 1246, a ship for 450 pilgrims,
from the armada of Ludwig IX, who
was known as the Saint.
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Scale 1:25 Measurements 3mx2m (9 x 6 ft)
Approximately 650 hand-crafted Christian figurines of mariners, pilgrims,
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Mittelalter im Modell
21. 05.-18. 10. 2009
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For the first time the com-
plete set of models and a
great number of informati-
on boards making up the
two exhibitions of FRENCH
DONJONS and CASTLES
AND BAZARS have been
combined in one show.
This combination is not
fortuitous knowing that it
was mainly French influ-
ence that determined the
construction of castles and
donjons in the Holy Land.
In return, both Christian
and Muslim defensive
construction  technology
that had developed there
over two centuries under
the Crusaders came to be
used in Western Europe.
The exhibition is divided
into three parts: The cen-
tral part displays, on 36
square meters each, the
model of the DONJON OF
Coucy and the CRAC DES
CHEVALIERS castle of the
Order of St. John. Informa-
tion boards to introduce
the visitor to the exhibition
come with these two
outstanding models. The

second part then has models of ALEPPO BAZAR, CRUSADER SHIPS IN AKKO HARBOUR as well as
the CASTEL DEL MONTE. These three exhibits are supplied with information boards explaining

about Muslim and Christian castles. Finally the third part offers illustrations that present the
wide variety of construction plans of French donjons. There are two video presentations of the
main features and many details of exhibits, one on a wide screen, the other near the ticket
stand. The International Castle Society has contributed to the learning experience by showing
general aspects of what constituted a medieval castle. Now already it has become obvious: this
exhibition will be great fun for everybody happy, young or old.
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EXPFOSITION

LES DONJONS _
| DE LOUEST DE LA FR.
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